




Guide to Value Investing
Financial Statements
If you would like to retrieve the underlying data used in the calculation of various ratios
and measures (and dig deeper into other areas as well), a companyÕs financial statements
are the place to go. These reports are formal records of a businessÕ financial activities
and provide an overview of its profitability and financial condition in both the short- and
long-term. 

Value investors want companies that have strong balance sheets (lots of cash and not
much debt), a history of profitability and the ability to generate positive cash flows (look
at Net Cash from Operating Activities). If a company is strong fundamentally and has a
low valuation, the stock may be a real bargain.

Zacks Rank in Industr y
The key to investment success is to buy the best stocks in the best industries. The Zacks
Rank in Industry shows how a companyÕs Zacks Rank compares to its peers. You should
seek out stocks with a Zacks #1 or #2 Rank within industries that contain other stocks
with similar Zacks Ranks.

WHERE TO FIND IT:
Just type a companyÕs ticker into the quote box located in the upper left-hand corner of any page and
hit the Go button. The quote page will appear. Near the top of the quote page, click the drop-down
arrow and select Balance Sheet, Income Statement or Cash Flow Statement under Financials .

WHERE TO FIND IT:
Just type a companyÕs 
ticker into the quote box 
located in the upper 
left-hand corner of any 
page and hit the 
Go button. Under the 
Zacks Premium Research 
section you will find a 
link to the Zacks Rank 
in Industry table.

INSIDER TIP:
You can also get to the 
Zacks Rank in Industry 
by going to the Industr y
Rank List .
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Zacks Equity Research Reports
Zacks Equity Research combines quantitative models (Zacks Rank) with the insight 
provided by experienced equity analysts to create superior long-term stock 
recommendations. Value investors should pay attention to both the analyst’s 
assessment of the company’s valuation and the strength of its business model.

WHERE TO FIND IT:
Just type a company’s ticker into the quote box located in the upper left-hand corner of any 
page and hit the Go button. Under the Zacks Premium Research section, click on the Zacks
Recommendation Rating.

INSIDER TIP: You can see all of the Zacks Equity Research reports by clicking on Zacks 
Research from the navigation bar at the top of any page and then clicking on Equity Research.
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3. Manage 
Determine which stocks to hold, and more importantly which stocks to sell

When you complete the analysis of your stocks in Step 2, then you are ready to buy
these shares in your brokerage account. Your broker will provide you with an online 
portfolio tracker to keep tabs on your stocks. However, your broker won’t provide you
with the most important aspect of managing your portfolio: knowing which stocks to 
continue holding and which to sell. And that is exactly why you need to set up your 
portfolio on Zacks.com to truly manage your stocks and maximize profits.

Portfolio Tracker—Free Version
The Free Version contains the basic information you need to monitor your 
portfolio including:

• Daily Price Changes
• Changes in consensus earning estimates
• Earning surprises
• Changes in Average Broker Recommendations (ABR)

Portfolio Tracker—Premium Version
The Zacks Premium Portfolio Tracker contains everything that is included with 
the Free Version plus:

• Changes in the Zacks Rank – a key indicator for short-term trading
• Changes in the Zacks Recommendation – a key indicator for long-term investing
• Detailed earnings estimate revisions
• Detailed average brokerage recommendation changes
• Access to Zacks Equity Research Reports
• Access to Research Digest Reports

WHERE TO FIND IT:
Click on Portfolio from the top of any page and click on Go to Portfolio Tracker or the portfolio
name, if you have already set-up a portfolio with Zacks.com. If you have not set up a portfolio, 
click here to start maximizing your profits today.
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Setting up a portfolio takes only a couple of minutes. Enter the name of the new portfolio,
and a list of ticker symbols separated by a comma. Once your Value portfolio has been
created, you will enjoy the premier benefit of the Portfolio Tracker—its comprehensive and
timely updates via a single daily email before the market even opens. 

Portfolio Tracker—Applicable Views
In addition to the daily emails from the Portfolio Tracker, you are also able to utilize 
multiple portfolio views that offer unique insight into your holdings. These views 
include: Price, Value, Price Action, Sector Industry, Brokerage Recommendations, 
EPS and Fundamental. It is highly recommended that you give each view a chance 
and pick those that best suit your needs. A number of them should directly appeal 
to Value investors. 
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Other Educational Resources
In addition to the many powerful tools and resources already mentioned in the 
guide, Zacks has even more educational material to help you proclaim 
“I AM a successful investor”.

Zacks Rank Guide: Harness the Power of Earnings Estimate Revisions
This free guide is prerequisite reading for any investor who wants to use Zacks on 
to become a more successful investor. If you have not read this guide, or you need a
refresher, then now is the time to get started. Read online at www.zacks.com/help/zrank.php.

Value Investing Page:
All of our educational resources and articles geared towards Value investors can 
be found here http://www.zacks.com/education/value.

Other Investing Style Pages:
Zacks has resources for all investors. Here is how you can explore the resources 
Zacks has available for other investors:
• Aggressive Growth
• Growth & Income
• Momentum

Zacks Education
All of our educational resources can be found on our Education Home page. 
We are always adding new articles and guides to further our goal to help you become 
a more successful investor.

Contact Us:
Toll Free: 1(800) 767-3771, ext. 9339
Outside the U.S. call (312) 265-9339 (customer support hours are 9am to 6pm EST)
Email: support@zacks.com
Mail: Zacks Investment Research

Attn: Zacks.com
111 N. Canal Street, Suite 1101
Chicago, IL 60606
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